AFTER MOTHER  INDIA

the nine 'replies' from the hands of his fellow country-
men ; also, before his friends and associates began
their extensive American lecture tours to counteract
the so-called offending volume.

Mr. Tagore, however, makes a specific charge in his
third paragraph. Tor my own defence,' he "says,
*I shall use the following extract from a paper written
by Mr. Natarajan, one of the most fearless critics of
our social evils. He has incidentally dealt with the
incriminating allegation against me deliberately con-
cocted by Miss Mayo out of a few sentences from my
contribution to Keyserling's- Book of Marriage-
cleverly burgling away their true meaning and shaping
them into an utterly false testimony for her own nefari-
ous purpose/1

Tagore's readiness to impute motives again rathei
obviates the need of attention. Here, however, are the
facts in the case.

Introducing a quotation from Tagore's essay k
Keyserling's Book -of Marriage, Mother Indie
says:

The frank give-and-take of the Indian Legisla-
ture, between Indian and Indian, deal with faCts^
But it is instructive to observe the robes that those
facts can wear when arrayed by a poet for foreign
consideration. Rabindranath Tagore, in a recent
essay on *The Indian Ideal of Marriage,' explains
child marriage as a flower of subliminated spirit, a
conquest over sexuality and materialism won by
exalted intellect for the eugenic uplift of the race.

1 Nation, New York, January 4th, 1928.
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